A Practical Approach to Understanding the Bible

Questions we’ll explore...

What's the Bible for?
. What’s the difference between the Old & New Testament?
. Does the Bible have anything to do with me?
. Do we really have any idea what the Bible originally said?
. Isn’t it true that different people interpret the Bible differently?
. Why are there different English translations, and which ones are the best?
. How can | start my own devotional life in a way that is meaningful?
. I was wondering...(?)
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Question 1. What’s the Bible for?

__How to fix my messed-up life. ___The secret to successful and wealthy living.
___Rules for religious people. __Access to miracles when you need one.

Truth: The Bible is the HISTORY of one person.
(The Promise Of His Coming - His Coming - Results of His Coming & Promise of His Second Coming.)

Hebrew: mashiach (messiah) - Greek: christos (christ) meaning “the anointed one”

John 20:30-31... 3% Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

John 5:39-40... 3¥You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you
have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, ¥ yet you refuse to
come to me to have life.

For proper understanding of the Bible, we need to relate every story to CHRIST.

Ask: “What does this account have to do with Jesus and the Promise attached to him?”

Question 2. What’s the difference between the Old & New Testament?

Truth: The Bible is best understood as a timeline of history, hinging on the arrival of Christ.

Old Testament: “l promise to send a Savior some day...”
New Testament: “I promise that all who believe in the Savior | sent will live forever.”

The Bible tells one grand story, including the entire history of the world that God created.

Question 3. Does the Bible have anything to do with me?

Can you think of Bible passages that make this truth very clear?



Question 4. Do we really have any idea what the Bible originally said?

1. The Bible was copied by hand with great reverence and care (exclusively until 1500 ad).
“scribes” - “Masoretes” - “The Gutenberg Bible” 1455 ap

2. Ezra gathered most OT books together in 450 sc.
3. The Septuagint Bible (250-100 s&c), a translation of the Old Testament from Hebrew to Greek.

4. The Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1947, dating back to 3 century BC. 950 manuscripts
and fragments were found, some more than 1,000 years older than copies of the day. The
accuracy was confirmed, with a miniscule number of variations, none of which changes any
truths of substance in the Bible. (7his is rearly miraculous!)

5. More than 5,300 Greek manuscripts from the NT still exist today.
6. Every variation in Greek is noted and graded in most Greek study Bibles.

7. Anyone who suggests that we have only speculation of what the originally said is wrong.

Question 5. Isn’t it true that different people interpret the Bible differently?
This is true (people do have their own “take” on teachings)...but is it legitimate?

Example: “The Rapture” is based on Greek word “harpazo” in 1 Thes 4:17. 7 After that, we
who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

And 1 Corinthians 15:51-53. %7 Listen, | tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all
be changed— #? in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. *? For the perishable must
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. (“harpazo” is not used in
this reference.)

Is a teaching that you add to what the Bible actually says truly an “interpretation?”

Instead, consider this...2 Timothy 4:2-4. 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of
season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. ? For the
time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own
desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears
want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.

Let’s lay out some basic and essential rules for Biblical interpretation.

Question 6. Why are there different English translations, and which ones are the best?
Translations, revisions, and paraphrases. New King James Version (revision),
Living Bible & New Living Translation (paraphrase — “thought for thought™ translation)
MY OPINION of the best...
Most accurate to original language: New American Standard Bible (NASB)
English Standard Version (ESV)
Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV)
Best for reading fluently: New International Version (NIV) 1978, 2011 editions
Christian Standard Bible (CSB)



Best overall for purchase: The Lutheran Study Bible — Concordia Publishing House
(ESV translation with conservative Lutheran commentary)
The People’s Bible — multi-edition commentary series



