
Zion Lutheran Church Planning Council August 12, 2025 
 
Present:  Pastor Mavis, John Diefenderfer, Kerry Cutting, Ron Jung, Tom Wheeler, Larry Feight, 
Diana Parks, Krystin Slater. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm with Pastor Mavis giving the opening prayer. 

Pastor Mavis reported this Sunday will be my retirement day and St. Mark’s is all geared to shut 
everything down.  They had their meeting and have set my retirement compensation pay at 
35% plus mileage starting the 17th; I will be out of the parsonage by the end of the month.  
Once I get settled, I will be driving from Boulder to Whitehall and then to Butte.  Butte has been 
told Anaconda will not be an option anymore.  Deer Lodge might be a possibility but they want 
to call a retired pastor which did not work well the last time.  I do plan on doing Bible Study in 
Butte on Monday and Whitehall on Tuesday.   

Larry Feight stated compensation with Zion will be paid accordingly.  

After a lengthy discussion John Diefenderfer stated on August 26, 2025, we will meet with St. 
Mark’s and finalize things.  After this meeting we will call Boulder and get financial, etc. ironed 
out, in the meantime we will prayer about this and put it in God’s hands.   

Pastor Mavis will get all the financial information Zion will need to more forward and we can ask 
Martha Haxby for the treasurer’s report. 

John Diefenderfer stated once we have all the figures and everything figured out, we will 
dissolve the dual parish and put out a call. 

Board of Lay Ministry 

Kerry Cutting stated we are looking for a way to give Jackie Uivary and Gwen Quesnell 
communion and also a way for them to hear the Sunday sermon.   

Pastor Mavis replied in the book of Acts it says when someone is not able to make it to the 
church or the gathering the Deccons or the Elders can take the elements that have already been 
consecrated and distribute them.  We can set aside a little communion kit that has already been 
consecrated and ready for distribution, which I will order, I will also put a little sermon with this.  
If there is left over bread and wine it will be stored properly and doesn’t get used for anything 
else.  As of now only Ron Jung, Larry Feight and John Diefenderfer are qualified to give 
communion but only if the recipient is coherent.   
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John Diefenderfer stated there could also be an emergency baptism and this would be available.  

Pastor Mavis stated if Jackie or Gwen have access to a computer they can pull up Butte’s 
website and listen to the sermon there.   

Board of Property/Other Business 

Ron Jung reported he called Peter, Rocky Mountain Elevator, in Missoula today and they will be 
able to install the lift in a week.  We will do the demolition and when I get the quote, I will pass 
it on to you.  Right now, we need to get this done and if needed we can borrow money from the 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund.  All were in agreement. 

John Diefenderfer stated once we have a dollar figure we’ll have Maxine Samuelson send out an 
email to the congregation stating what we are going to do and if they have any objections or 
concerns to please contact us as soon as possible.    

Tom Wheeler reported for the last two years we have not had True Green do the church yard 
and the weeds are taking over.  Larry Feight volunteered to bring in his weed sprayer and with 
help the yard will be taken care of.   

After the lift is completed other repairs such as the sign will be addressed.   

Board of Education 

It was also agreed that Bible Study Material will be ordered through Concordia and Concordia 
will bill the church.    

Board of Fellowship/Other Business 

Kerry Cutting reported Pastor’s retirement service has been taken care of, the service, the 
music, the food, the plaque to present to Pastor.   

Tom Wheeler recommended we use this day as our picnic day with St. Mark’s as we are all 
coming together and time is running out.   

Ron Jung suggested we build a pavilion on the church yard that could be used for service or 
Bible Study or fellowship. 
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Other Business 

Kerry Cutting stated this group is suppose to put together a yearly calendar as to what we are 
going to do next year such as a Mother’s Day breakfast, Father’s Day breakfast, Easter breakfast.  
We need to be thinking about this so when we meet next month we’ll have some ideas.  Paula 
Hippert wants to be baptized in the river.  This is something we could do as a congregation and 
have a pot lunch afterwards.     

John Diefenderfer replied we’ll get a calendar put together so the congregation knows what to 
plan for and on the first Sunday of June, July and August we will hold an outside service. 

Ideas will be given to John Diefenderfer along with the Sunday readings and he’ll put the 
calendar together.  Kerry Cutting volunteered to do the fourth Sunday readings.  Jason Slater has 
also volunteered to do a reading.   

Third Quarter Voter’s Meeting Date 

Kerry Cutting recommended setting aside the third Sunday in September for the voter’s 
meeting, all agreed. 

Pastor Mavis will complete the Congregation Profile Survey and send it off and informed the 
group that Martha Haxby has the key to the post office and she gets the mail. 

At 7:30 the meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Prepared by Diana Parks 
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