Augsburg Confession
Summer 2025
Week 6 — Article IV - Justification

Review
« The Gospel of John tells us of the two natures of Jesus (John 1:1-5, 14). One
divine and one human—inseparably joined in one person who was born of the
Virgin Mary, truly suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried" —"to reconcile the
Father to us and to be a sacrifice” —“not only for original guilt, but also for all actual
sins of mankind

¢ Article Il stress the fact that Christ was truly born of the virgin Mary who is "true"
God and “true” man.

Article IV - Justification

Read Augsburg Confession Article IV "Justification." (Pages 12-13)
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The Romanists concluded "It is entirely contrary to Holy Scripture to deny that
our works are meritorious. . . . Their ascription of justification to faith alone is
diametrically opposed to the truth of the Gospel, by which works are not
excluded. . . . Their frequent ascription of justification to faith is not admitted
since it pertains to faith and love."

Question 1 — What does the Bible says about saving ourselves?

Romans 4:4 - 6
Ephesians 2:8 - 9
John 14:6
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Which statement is correct, or are they both right? "l am saved because of my
faith.” Or "I am saved through my faith."”

Which statement is correct, or are they both right? "God declares me to be
righteous through faith in Christ." Or "God makes me righteous through faith in
Christ.”

Do you agree or disagree with this statement? "Since we are saved through faith
alone in Jesus Christ, good works are not necessary." Why or why not?

On the topic of justification, Lutherans believe and teach the following;

> "People cannot be justified before God by their own strength, merits,
works”

> "People are freely justified for Christ’'s sake”

> “Through faith"

> "When they believe that they are received into favor and that their sins

are forgiven for Christ’s sake"
> "By His death, Christ made satisfaction for our sins”
"God counts this faith for righteousness"
Not everyone believes the same things about Jesus Christ and justification.



Consider the following examples. However, please note that the following
observations are for a general overview of what various churches have taught
about justification. Bear in mind that teaching can vary significantly depending
on whether a person is traditional or progressive.

o ROMAN CATHOLICISM - Teaches that God gives sinners a saving
righteousness that they can use to help themselves in the face of God's
condemnation of them for their sin. Rome teaches that Christ's death and
resurrection is not solely sufficient for salvation, but that man's good
works earn favor with God and thus eternal life.

o CALVINIST CHURCHES (Traditionally Congregationalist, Episcopalian,
Presbyterian, Re- formed, some Baptist) have taught that Jesus died only
to save those whom God predetermined to save, while others God
predetermined to damn. They have taught that Christ's purpose in dying
was to make atonement only for the elect (those God pre-decided to
save).

o ARMINIAN CHURCHES (Methodist, some Baptist, Salvation Army,
Pentecostal, Nazarene) have taught that fallen nature in man lost all free
will, but that God has restored this freedom in all humans so that they
might use it in cooperating in their conversion. They teach that Christians
are enabled by their good works to qualify for eternal life. Some believe
they can become so sanctified by cooperating with God's grace that they
no longer commit acts of sin on earth.

o UNIONISTIC CHURCHES (nondenominational churches, many
independent churches in America, United Church of Christ, and World
Council of Churches) allow much diversity and the widest tolerance of
beliefs and practices. The United Church of Christ allows the freedom for
each congregation to adopt the theology desired by it and its pastor. More
liberal churches are not convinced that Jesus will return as judge on the
Last Day.

Question 3 - How can these views be damaging to an individual's faith or to faith of
our children and grandchildren?

Question 4 - What does the Bible say about universal atonement in 2 Corinthians
5:15; 1 John 2:2?

% As a church body that holds to the inspired, inerrant, infallible Word of God, this

is why Lutheranism so comforting to the sinner in regard to Christ and
justification

True-False Statements:



1. Man is basically good and can move toward God by his own power. Man can
convert himself to God and obey God's Law. (See Psalm 14:4.)

2. Man can make some movement toward God. God then will respond to man's
initiative and complete the work of salvation. God helps those who help
themselves. (See Psalm 143:2.)

3. God initiates and does His part of saving man, but it is up to man to finish it.
(See Galatians 2:16-17.)

4. Mankind is spiritually dead. He cannot save himself at all. God comes and
makes man alive in Christ. (See Romans 6:11.)

Match the following words with their definitions:

1. salvation a. to buy back; Jesus' payment of the price required to free us
from sin, death, and the devil

__ 2.life b. God giving us something good that we do not deserve

3. redemption c. God not giving us something bad that we do deserve

4. reconciliation d. deliverance from sin, death, and the devil

__ 5. justification e. knowledge of God, fellowship with God, service to God

6. atonement f. God declaring the guilty sinner to be innocent

__ T.grace g. Jesus' perfect obedience to the Law and His sacrificial death
whereby He paid for our sins

_____ 8. forgiveness h. to bring together; the removal of the hostility between the
one holy God and this sinful world

_____ 9. Mercy i. God not remembering our sins or charging them against us

Final Thoughts
% Consider these two "ditches": (1) Lutherans believe they're the only ones going to
heaven; (2) It doesn't matter what you believe-we're all going to the same place
anyway. What does it mean to keep out of the "ditches" and stay on the "path" (2
Timothy 3:15-17)7?
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