Augsburg Confession
Fall 2025
Session 11 — Article X — Holy Communion (cont.)
Article VI — New Obedience

Review

«»» The Lord's Supper is more than mere bread and wine. Christ Himself is present
in the Lord's Supper to address real-life situations.

% The Lord's Supper is sacrament, whereby all the promises and benefits come
solely from God, that is, He gives forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

+ The Lord's Supper is NOT symbol, whereby the bread and wine represent the
body and blood of Christ, and one communes with Christ spiritually.

SCENARIO

Frank and Margaret were married for sixty-two years. They both worked hard and
made a good living for themselves and their children. Frank and Margaret died and left
a sizeable estate. Included in the estate were a suburban home, a lake home, a
number of heirlooms, sentimental items, and a good amount of cash. It came time to
read Frank and Margaret's last will and testament. After it was read, the children had
some major questions and demanded that some things be changed. One child wanted
this item rather than that item. One thought she deserved more of the cash than what
the parents had stated. In the end, their attorney told them that this was their parents’
last will and testament and what was written could not be changed. The children did not
have the right to change it.

The words of Jesus in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 1 Corinthians concerning the Lord's
Supper are Jesus' last will and testament. These words are the holy words of Christ,
even as the entire Bible is God's Holy Word. God's Word is not to be changed or
altered. It is God's Word.

Question 10 - /n light of the Words of Institution being the last will and testament of
God Incarnate, respond to the following statements:

e ‘|l don't see how the bread and wine can actually be the Lord's body and blood. |
think the bread and wine just symbolize the body and blood of Jesus.”

e ‘| think all churches are the same. | think any Christian should be able to
commune at any Christian altar.”

e “lI don't like the taste of wine, so | think a person should receive just the bread in
Holy Communion if they want.”

e “People interpret the Bible differently. Who are we to judge another
denomination's belief about the Lord's Supper?”



Article VI — New Obedience

SCENARIO

John is a good and faithful partner to his beloved Rachel. In over twenty-seven years,
John has not missed a year in remembering Rachel's birthday or their anniversary.
When John comes home at night, he makes sure he doesn't sit down to relax until all
the house chores are done and the two of them can sit down together. John makes
sure Rachel's car is always in good repair and often fills it with gas for her. Now, does
John do these things in order to become Rachel's husband or because he already is
her husband? What's the point of this question?

Question 1 — How does Acts 4:2 and Ephesians 2:8-9 describe the only way sinners
are saved from sin and eternal death?

Question 2 - Do Lutherans deny that Christians should do good? How does
Ephesians 2:10, Titus 2:14 and Hebrews 13:20-21 support this view.

Read Augsburg Confession Article VI New Obedience (pg13)

Question 3 — According to James 2:14-16 can a person have saving faith (salvation in
Christ) and yet refuse to love his neighbor?

“Someone who says he believes in Jesus Christ and yet refuses to Iove his neighbor
actually has a faith. Faith apart from works is

Is James talking about the good works of those already justified by grace in Christ
Jesus or those who do not yet know Christ? Why does it matter?

Question 4 — /n James 2:21 How was Abraham'’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac a good
work?

Question 5 - James says, "Faith was completed by [Abraham's] works" (2:22). As
Scripture interprets Scripture, choose the statement below that provides the correct
understanding of James's words.

1. Abraham cooperated in his salvation by his willingness to sacrifice Isaac. Works
confirmed his faith and gained him salvation.

2. The "complete" Christian faith encompasses being saved solely by the grace of
God in Christ Jesus. The Christian then lives in this salvation, doing good works
toward God and neighbor.

Read John 15:1-17



Question 6 — Answer the following;

Who is the Vine?

Who are the branches?

How do eternally dead sinners get to be a part of the vine?

Once a part of the vine, how are the branches fed and nourished?

Question 7 - An apple tree does not need to be commanded to produce apples. An
apple tree simply produces apples because it is an apple tree. Why do Christians
produce good works and love toward their neighbor?
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